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Letter from Bishop Houghton 


as from Bishop’s House, 
Chihsien, Szechwan. 
9th May, 1940. 


As I write this letter early in May, I am trying to 
picture you reading it at the beginning of July. It is 


impossible to forecast with what new and terrible happen- 


ings your minds will be full, or which will be the next area 
to be devastated by the horrors of war. How we need, and 


- need daily, some word of God to steady us, to assure us 


that He has not abandoned the world to its fate! This 
morning I was reminded of the words, “ My Father worketh 
hitherto, and I work.” In Europe, in Asia, thank God, there 
are signs of His unceasing activity. ““ Jesus Himself: knew 


- what He would do,” and His plans are never upset by 


unforeseen happenings. The rape of Denmark and of 
Norway was not a shock to Him, and behind all world 


events is His never-failing providence, ordering, over-ruling. 


There are bounds which the powers of evil cannot pass, and 
it is an invariable law that in their arrogant pride they over- 
reach themselves and defeat their own ends. 


God is at work in Szechwan also. He is not so pre- 
occupied with world-shaking calamities as to lose in the 
slightest degree His interest in the progress of the Gospel 
here. It is His Spirit Who inclines Mr. Wang in a remote 
village to read a Scripture portion, and Who impresses its 
truth on his heart and conscience. It is He Who rejoices 


in old Mrs. Chang, or Wang the schoolboy, or Pastor Ho, 


when this morning they overcame temptation and held their 


ground against the strong influences of superstition, atheism, 


| 


selfishness, lust or greed. These things matter, even if the 
map of the world is being re-drawn overnight. 


~ April Ist might be regarded as an inauspicious day for 
the meeting of our Diocesan Standing Committee, but at the 
end of four solid days of consultation, Bishop Ku and the 
two Archdeacons and the other delegates, Chinese and 
foreign, were all full of confidence in God’s leading, full 


of the assurance that He means to do yet greater things in. 


Eastern Szechwan. This was largely due to the fact that we 
laid the foundations of several new and important projects. 


The first of these is the Eastern Szechwan Bible Insti- 
tute, to be opened, God willing, at Paoning in September. 
Most of you know that for some time we had hoped to 


collaborate in a Bible Institute under the Principalship of 
a well-known Chinese Bible teacher, Chia Yii-ming, in West — 
Szechwan. But for various reasons the plan fell through, — 


and we had to consider whether we should wait for the 
initiation of some new scheme, or begin the training of 
our own students on a small scale. The ultimate decision 


was not merely to re-open the old Paoning Theological | 
— College, but to use the buildings there for a new Bible 


Institute, at which men and women from other districts 


and other denominations will be welcome. Thus subjects. 


like Prayer Book will be optional, except for our own 
workers, and while we are providing the nucleus of a staff, 
we hope later to include one or two non-Anglicans as 
- teachers. One great difficulty is that the churches are too 
weak to absorb more than a very few new workers, and 
it is our principle that they must bear responsibility, even 
though grants-in-aid are still supplied from outside. But 
we hope that the Bible Institute will not only prepare full- 
_ time workers, but provide a course of training for students 
who will afterwards enter other professions. The need for 
such a School has been on our hearts for years. 


As to the staff, we hope that the Rev. T. E. Benson 
will consent to act as Principal, and he will be assisted by 


Miss Lii of Tahsien, who needs no introduction to readers | 


of the Bulletin, and Miss Agnes Clarke, whom we most 
_ joyfully welcome into the ranks.of East Szechwan workers. 

Miss Clarke has served for a good many years in Hopei, 
and we were in any case hoping to invite her to visit us, as 


> 

| 
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she is something of an expert in Young People’s work. But 
it was a delightful surprise to hear that she wishes to join 
us permanently, and she has had much experience in Bible 
School work amongst women. Bishop Ku, Archdeacon 
Wang, and the Rev. G. H. Aldis will be visiting lecturers. 


Another important project is the opening of a Voca- 
tional School in Paoning. Mr. Stephen Liu, the prime 
mover, is a successful business man, who has recently re- 
tired and will be giving almost his whole time to Christian 
work, chiefly educational. He is one, of a group of fine 
Christian men, products of a much earlier school in 
Paoning when the Rev. W. H. Aldis was in charge. Mr. Liu 
hopes to secure 40—60 boys, aged fifteen and upwards— 
two or three, if possible, from each of the twenty pastorates 
_ in the diocése—who after four years will really know some- 
thing about Scripture, English, Chinese, Mathematics and 
Agriculture. All are to be Christians, or from Christian 
homes. We hope that a few will hear the call to whole- 
time service, but the majority will find openings in com- | 
merce or agriculture. After the first year, all will specialize 
in one or other of these subjects. The Rev. G. H. Aldis, 
who (we trust) reached Shanghai on May 6th, will be re- 
sponsible for Scripture and English, and Mr. Liu is count- 
ing on his influence among the boys. It will be a very 
_ heavy responsibility, and I would bespeak your special — 
prayer help for him, if it were not that I crave your prayers 
for every worker mentioned i in this letter! 


A Women’s School at Tahsien, to provide the rudi- 
ments of education based on the Scriptures for young 
women who have had little or no opportunity of learning, 
is another very valuable project which the Standing Com- 
mittee formally approved. 


Less than a week after the Committee had dispersed, 
my wife and I left for Chungking and Shanghai. At 
Chungking we heard a good deal of the plan for pur- 
chasing a site whereon (after the war!) a church will be 
built. I have mentioned several times the urgent need of a 
_ Sheng Kung Hui church in Chungking. Sites are less ex- 
pensive than they will be later, though building materials 
_are prohibitive, and I trust that the comparatively small 
sum of $20,000—less than £300 at present rates of exchange 
_—will be contributed by friends of. the Diocese, whether at 
home or in China, 
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The mention of money reminds me of a letter received 
not long ago suggesting that you might like to know in 
some detail what are the uses to which a Bishop’s Discre- 
tionary Fund is put. Here are a few of them :—the salary 
of my Chinese secretary, the cost of Standing Committees 
and deanery meetings, the printing of a lectionary and of 
Minutes of Standing Committees, gifts to Chinese workers 
on special occasions in the family (births, marriages, sick- 
ness, death), occasional gifts to church building funds, 
settlement (alas!) of a Chinese worker’s debts, incurred 
owing to the extraordinary cost of living, special bonuses to 
the Chinese workers for the same reason, assessments by 
the Sheng Kung Hui which we have no central fund to — 
meet, and which cannot, in present circumstances, be passed 
on to the churches. In these and other ways I suppose I 
have spent ten times the amount which has been credited 
to my Discretionary Fund! But I want you to know that 
no money is disbursed without thought and prayer. We 
are eager to avoid anything which would hinder the attain- 
ment of self-support, or tend to “pauperize” the receivers, 
but more often than not it is Christian compassion which 
compels us to share in meeting special needs, as God 
enables. | 
We are now in Chungking again after an absence of 


only three weeks, and the next few months will be given. 


wholly to the diocese. Pray that we may see signs of the 

_ working of God in the advance of the Gospel everywhere. 
Yours as ever, 

FRANK HOUGHTON, | 

Bishop. 


_ Letter from Bishop Song. 
The Bishop’s House, 
Chengtu, Szechwan. 


April 11th, 1940. 


Dear Friends of West China, | | 

My previous letters to you have been mainly about 
my tours of the Diocese and I have endeavoured to say 
a brief word about each of the churches I have visited. 
This time I am going to change my plan and tell you more | 
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about the educational side of our work. I am anxious 
for you to have as clear a picture in your minds as you 
can of the work that is being done here. In the student 
world this is a day of tremendous opportunity, and work 


done during the next few years amongst students in Chengtu | 


will bear fruit in all parts of China after the war is over. 


To attempt to review the whole of our educational 
policy would make this letter far too long, but I must, by 
way of introduction, mention the twin principles on which 


the whole of our educational work is based: (1) That: 
educationally the schools shall be the very best we can 


possibly make them; (2) That spiritually they shall be 
- evangelistic agencies, places where the students are brought 
face to face with the challenge of Christ. In days gone 
by it was Christian schools that set the standard but now 
they find it all too difficult to reach that set by the 
Government schools, with their strong financial assistance 
_ from the Government. It seems therefore wise that the 
- Church should concentrate on running a few schools well 
and that these schools should prove by the quality of the 
people they turn out that Christian education offers some- 
thing finer in the way of character building than secular 
education. 


It was such Government competition which led us 


several years ago to close down our primary schools, and 


~ ‘we now have only one such school, formerly at Mienyang, 


which is run in connection with our Junior Middle 


__ School. This Junior Middle School, known as Ioh Teh, 
is one of the most valuable pieces of work we have. A very . 


high proportion of our leading Christians, whether clergy 
or laymen, have passed through the school and received, 
while there, their first deep impression of Christ. Owing 
to the danger of air raids in Mienyang the school has now 
moved up to Anhsien, where the Government has lent us 
_ buildings rent free. There it is continuing to attract pupils 
from all over the Diocese and indeed from the Eastern 
Szechwan Diocese too. The present headmaster, Mr. John 
Song, a graduate of Yenching University, Peiping, is a fine 
Christian man and together with Miss Belcher is doing 
excellent work in maintaining the spirit and reputation of 
the school. His main difficulty is to find a sufficient number 
- of really keen Christians as assistant teachers. 
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If, after leaving our Junior Middle School, our girls are 
anxious to. continue their education at a Christian school, 
they have to attend those run either by the Episcopal 
Methodist Church; or the United Church of Canada as 
we have no Senior Middle School for girls. The boys, 
however, can attend our Union Middle School here in 
Chengtu. This school is run by five Churches and each 
of these has its own hostel, where the students spend most 
of their time out of class hours. One of our great needs in 
cohnéction with this part of the work is for a missionary 
whose primary duty it will be to look after the hostel and 
to teach in the school. Mr. Lutley is doing a gallant piece 
of work in trying to keep in touch with the boys, but 
with his literary work and his responsibilities at the Union 
‘Theological College, it is very difficult for him to give 
much time to the Middle School. The students are very 
good in the help they give in the city at the night school 
for poor children and at the Sunday School, a piece of 
service which gives them a close link with the city church. 


In the University we also take our full share. As in 
the Middle School, which is just next door to it, the 
Churches run their own Colleges and so keep a close touch — 
with the students of their own denomination. In our 
own College, which is in charge of Mr. Wu Kwei-chang, 
we have quite a large proportion of keen Christians. Several 
of these come from other parts of China and only the 
future will show the wide range of influence that students 
from our University will have throughout the country. — 


_ Many of you, I am sure, had the pleasure of meeting 
_ Mr. Loh Chong-shu, when he was in England. It is a great 
joy to us to have him back amongst us here once again. 
He is already beginning to get right into the midst of work 
at the University, where he has such a fine influence. I 
cannot think of him in his position as Dean of Arts, how- 
ever, without calling to mind the Rev. F. A. Smalley, 
who also held that position for a short time, when Mr. 
Loh first went to England. It is not only a sad blow to 
_ the University, but.a real loss to me personally that he is 
not able to return to China for the present. We are still 
hoping and praying that in due course the way may open 
for him to return. He is greatly needed here. 


In another vitally important side of the University’s 
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work we take a big share: I mean, in the Women’s 
College. It is a platitude to say that this is a new day in 
China. That, however, does not alter the truth of. the 
statement, and one of the factors that is going to play a 
_ very large part in determining what kind of new day it 

shall be, is the training of China’s educated Christian 
women. Weare very proud of the contribution our Church 
can make here. At the Women’s College Miss Streeter and 
Miss Hensman are doing truly valiant work. Miss Streeter 
holds the important position of Dean of Women. Unfor- 
ie tunately she is unknown to most of you, I fear, as her home 
is in America and she had no opportunity of visiting 
England during her last furlough. 


- The medical side of the University and the whole 
subject of theological training I must leave to some future 
letter, There is, however, one other aspect of life on the — 
University Campus that I must mention. I do want to. 
remind you that whereas before the war there was on the 
Campus just our own West China Union University, there 
are now five Universities using the grounds and buildings. 
Grounds which once seemed spacious now appear over- 
crowded and the paths of the Campus seem as full of 
students as the streets of Oxford and Cambridge. These > 
are Christian Universities and the five are co-operating very . 
closely in their work. Can you visualise what it means 
to China at war to have this steady piece of work going 
on here in the West? And can you picture what it will 
mean to the Christian Church after the war is over, if these 


-. students can be sent back to various parts of this great 


land on fire for Christ? Each of these Universities has, of 
course, brought with it its own staff, but we do nevertheless 
have many opportunities for getting in touch with the 
students in these other institutions and inviting them to 
attend meetings and Bible classes. : 


Apart from my normal work in connection with the ~ 
Diocese, three things stand out during the last quarter— 

a trip to Chungking, at the expense of the University, to 
attend the University Board of Governors’ meeting; a few 
days at Kao Ping-Pu to help Archdeacon Donnithorne with 
his tent campaign there; and the regional conference of the 
National Christian Council held here in Chengtu and of 
which I was chairman. This latter conference had a very 
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crowded programme but at least it served to show the wide 
range of the Church’s work during these days of stress and 


opportunity. 


Yours very sincerely, 
C. T. SONG, 
Bishop. 


News from the Outstations. 


Day 1. Langchung (Paoning). | 

On Chinese New Year’s Day, a “squash” was 
arranged for the students of the Fourth National Middle 
School who attend English Bible classes. One hundred and 
twenty names were registered, but probably more than that 
number attended, and all seemed to enjoy the afternoon 
and evening, in which Chinese and missionaries took part, 
closing with a lantern talk on “ Naaman” and prayer for 
China, especially remembering their parents, whom some 
students had not seen for three years or more. A short 
term Bible School of three weeks’ duration has recently 
concluded, and the country leaders who attended have re- 
turned to their churches. The Sunday School, started last 
August at Simtientsi is still carried on, as is also the day 
school which has just over twenty pupils. Mr. Stead writes: 
about the Langchung hospital: “There are two patients for 
whom we can pray and give thanks. Mr. Li was a Chung- 
king University student who first believed at his home in 
Ilung before coming to hospital. He has been ill for many 
months, and there seems little hope of his making a com- 
plete recovery. Nevertheless he rejoices in the Lord and 
is daily growing in grace. It was very noticeable how the 
Enemy made a special attack on him several days before 
his baptism, on Easter Sunday: his illness became more 
severe, and he was assailed by temptations and fears of 
various kinds. As he was too weak to go to the church, 
Bishop Ku kindly arranged for the baptism service to be 
held in the hospital chapel. Mr. T’ien is a student in the — 
National Middle School and claimed to be an atheist. He 
entered hospital with a swollen eye, which increased alarm- 
ingly until the whole head and neck was affected. His con- 
dition was dangerous and permission was sought from the 
school authorities to operate. Some days later, when re- 


\ 
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covering after a successful operation, he stated clearly that 
he was now believing on the Lord, and has been going on 
well since. It is interesting to note that it was the fact of 
the theatre staff gathering round him for prayer before 
commencing to operate that led him to make a decision.” 


Tanishan. 

An encouraging meeting was held early in the year 
when Christians talked over the work of the coming 
months, They are keen to reach outsiders, but the pitiful 
lack of labourers makes it impossible to touch even the © 
fringe of the work which still remains to be done. Miss 
- Constance Luke came for the Spring Bible Schools. 

Gatherings were held at Ts’ien-fuh-ch’ang, T’ang-ching-pa 
and Ilung, and we had the joy of seeing the Lord working. 
One woman confessed that she had destroyed six baby girls, 
and now for the first time realized that it was sin. Another 
broke her vegetarian vow, and is now brightly believing. 
In Ilung city, where the work is somewhat difficult, another | 
woman connected with the Postmaster’s family experienced 
the joy of sins forgiven. Mr. and Mrs. Pu, who are in 
_ charge of the orphanage, are very tired, and would value 
_ prayer that suitable workers may be forthcoming to share 
the burden of responsibility. ae 


Day 4. Kwangyuan. 


_ Three visits have been paid to the country this quarter, 
the last being a visit to Chaohua for the purpose of holding 
a Bible School there. The presence of the Lord was felt 
as the School progressed while in the evenings some heard 
the Gospel who had not heard it before. The young people 
appreciated the Gospel portions. The Women’s Missionary 
Service League went to several places during the Chinese 

New Year season, and after that have been visiting temples | 
_ where heathen festivals were in progress, and many women 
have heard the Gospel. Pastor Yang, with some of the 
men, did a good deal of preaching work in the city at 
_Chinese New Year time. | 


Day 5. Pachung (Pachow). 


Pastor Liao writes most enthusiastically about the 
work being done in Pachow by the two members of the 
Diocesan Women’s Evangelistic Band. They have been 
holding meetings and visiting in the city, and are in the 


| 
| 
| 


10 


country now, visiting the various outstations. The con- 
ference for young men Christians was held as planned. 
Pastor Ren says that they had a very profitable time of 
Bible study and discussion. Before they separated, the 
young men asked for similar meetings to be arranged for 
their home churches. Please pray that God may call some 
of them to whole-hearted voluntary service for Him. Mr. 
and Mrs. Lloyd have been away in Langchung, on account 
of sickness, but hoped to return to Pachow in April. During 
August it is hoped to hold another Children’s Summer 
School, similar to the one which was held last year. Two 
primary schools have been started at Ts’ai-chia-ho and © 
En-yang-ho respectively, _ prayer is asked for teachers 
and scholars. 


Day 6. Naupe. | 


There were good opportunities for preaching at New 
Year’s time, and large numbers visited the premises. The 
Young People’s Fellowship has suffered a reverse’ through 
three or four members having left the city. One new 
young man, a doctor’s son, has begun to show interest, and 
prayer would be valued for his conversion. Two or three 
Christians attended a three weeks’ Bible School held in 
Paoning, and we believe they were helped and encouraged. 
- Please pray for the Sunday School which has recently been 
experiencing difficulties. 


Futsunyi. | 

Prayer is asked for a group of believers at “Stone 
‘Cow Temple” where four and a half days’ meetings were | 
- recently held in the home of the Liang family. Last spring 
there were no Christians in that district, but the Lord has 
_worked, and the local leader, Mr. Wu, says that over 
thirty have turned from idols to serve the living God. 
During a recent visit, the workers had the joy of watching 
the P’u family destroy its idols, while old Mrs. Hsie burnt 
her “Goddess of Mercy.” The responsiveness of men, 


~ women and children to messages given revealed a hunger 


and thirst after God. As the large majority of these people 
are illiterate, it was obvious that the Spirit Himself had been 
teaching them during the last few months. Pray that all 
-who are interested may be truly born again, and t Kept by 
the power of God. 


| 
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Day 7. Yingshan. 

The Women’s Annual Bible School was held this year 
from February 18th to 28th. There was much for which 
to praise God. The numbers were good all through the 
week, both morning and afternoon, the average attendance 
being forty-two. Mrs. Hannah came from Shunking to 
give the morning Bible readings, her subject being the 
Book of Haggai. The afternoon Bible readings were taken 
by Miss Warren, when she spoke on the life of Peter. Each 
hour throughout the day was filled with classes for learning. 
The advanced women concentrated on Isaiah 53 for their 
classroom work. Good progress was made by those learn- 
ing to read. Miss Henshall taught the singing this year, 


and morning and evening prayers were taken by Miss Eo — | 


and Miss Parsons. Pastor Ma has held a leaders’ confer- 
ence when eight gathered, and we trust there will be fruit 
remaining as these helpers carry on the work in the country. 


Chowkow. 


The work is progressing slowly but steadily: on Christ- 
mas Day four people were baptized. At the beginning of 
March, Miss Warren and the Biblewoman held a Bible > 
- School which was well attended. Mrs. Mei is still keenly © 
following the Lord, and it is an encouragement to see her 
gradually winning her family. Her mother, who heard the 
Gospel from Mrs. Denham and received scriptures from 
her but who would not believe, has now turned to the 
Lord. Her husband was killed by brigands and she suffered 
severe injuries and the loss of almost everything. In her 
sorrow she turned to the Lord although formerly she had 
been afraid to believe. Please pray for her and for other 
members of the family now believing, including one who is 
in the grip of a Buddhist devotee and sia to be free. 


Day 8. Nanchung (Shunking). 


The pastor, the Rev. John Wang, has now been given 
wider responsibility as Archdeacon of the Paoning- 
Shunking area of the diocese, and he is absent from the 
station frequently and for long periods. The blind pastor, 
Mr. Hsiao, helps i in the city preaching, and once each week ~ 
a visit to the prison is made, where there is always a good 
opportunity of giving the Gospel message to prisoners who 
usually number about one hundred and fifty men; Mrs. 
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Hannah and Mrs. Wang have had encouraging times with 
the women prisoners. Out-station work by Mr. Cheo, in the 
Tongkwanchang district has continued, and local Christian 
- women have visited country places. Misses Begemann and 
Buege have also paid visits to country women. The Lord 
has given a very definite answer to prayer in providing a 
Christian man teacher for the school. He is the son of 
Mr. An, the Futsunyi pastor, and Miss Schréder and Miss 
Buege are greatly encouraged by his presence and help in 
the school. | | 


Day 12. Chihsien. 

Shortly after Chinese New Year a visit was paid to the 
outstation of T’u Ch’i, where the work is at a low level. 
The few Christians badly need our prayers. Miss Lo, who 
last year was here as Biblewoman, is still at her home near > 
Paoning, recovering after a serious illness. Miss Lan is 
responsible for women’s work. Please pray for Mr. and 
_ Mrs. Derbyshire, who arrived in April to take up work in 
this centre. There has recently been some encouragement 
in work*amongst young people, and prayer is asked that 
those who confess Christ may be strengthened as they 
encounter opposition in their schools. | 


Day 13. Tachu. 


The New Year Bible School was a source of spiritual 
profit to all. Several visits have been paid to the country, — 
and the work at Kao-hsieh-ch’ang is improving. Miss 
James (of the B.C.M.S.) is living here until the summer, 
and is spending most of her time in language study. Mr. 
Robert left for furlough earlier in the year, and has now 
safely arrived in Australia. | 


Day Tahsien. 


It was with much pleasure that we . welcomed Arch- 
deacon Ts’ai on February 15th when he came to take up his 
residence here. He at once began to prepare for the Train- 
ing Class for voluntary leaders in this deanery, which 
recently ended. Sixteen men from various centres were 
present, and they have had a busy and profitable time with 
lectures and practical work. The Christian fellowship must 
mean much to these men who get comparatively little in the 
places in which they live. The city work during the last 
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THE DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION FOR 
WESTERN CHINA 


Vice-Presidents: 
The Most Rev. the Archbishop of Sydney, D.D. 
The Rt. Rev. Bishop J. Holden, D.D. 
Bishops : 


East Szechwan: The Rt. Rev. F. Houghton. 
West Szechwan: The Rt. Rev. C. T. Song. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE 
YEAR ENDED MARCH 3isr, 1940 


FOREWORD BY THE 
“HON. TREASURER 


From a casual glance at our Accounts it may be thought that 
we are in quite a flourishing condition. We ended the year weil 
with a balance in hand of £225 compared with only £69 in 1939. 
This however is accounted for by the fact that our remittances to 
‘China were over £200 less than during the previous year; and shortly 
after the close of our financial year our Committee authorized 
grants to the two Bishops of nearly £200, so that our balance at the 
moment of writing is very small. 


As far as our actual receipts from all sources are concerned, 
they show a drop of £30, compared with the previous ycar. Con- 
sidering the terrible times of tribulation through which the world is 
‘passing, we can only thank our loving Father for supplying our 
needs so fully. Let us all pray continually that before the close of 
another financial year we may be able to praise Him also for a 
righteous and lasting peace both in Europe and China. | 

For reasons of economy it has been decided not to print the 
usual list of subscribers this year. 

J. H. WENHAM. 
13th June, 1940 | 


~ 
| 
-, 
| 
| 


WESTERN CHINA DIOC 


Treasurer’s Receipts and Payments Account for 


Receipts. 
To Cash at Bank (1/4/39): 


On Deposit Account 
On Current Account 
4 
y, Interest on Deposit Account a 4 il 
» Interest on War Loan... ... 1400 
14 4 11 
,, Subscriptions, Donations and Col- 
lections, including Income Tax 
recovered .. .. 411 12 4 
,, Subscriptions specially earmarked, 
including £52 6s. 6d. from Aus- _ | 
_ tralia for Bishop Ku .. 
,, Collections, etc., Day of Prayer and 
,» Refund from C.MS. .. 
Bulletin” Subscriptions .. .. 10 5 9 
Total Contributions .. — 615 18 7 
Investment. 
£400 33% War Loan 1952 standing in the names 
of J. H. Wenham, Rev. Preby, H. W. Hinde 
and J. H. Mowll. 
£699 5 10 


J. H. WENHAM, 
Hon. Treasurer. 


r 
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DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. 


unt for the year ended 31st March, 1940. 


Payments. 
By Grant to Bishop Houghton as voted | 


by Committee... 50 0 0) 
» Grant to Bishop Song as voted % | 
Committee 50 0 O 


Allowances to Bishop paid 
through C.M.S., including £1 ear- 
marked by Rev. T. Caldwell .. 42 0 0 
Bishop Ku’s__ stipend, including 
£52 6 6 from Australia .. 7116 8 
Other amounts specially earmarked 68 14 0 
_ Total towards Diocesan Expenses - 282 10 8 


Printing ard Postage of Bulletin... 40 5 0 
Printing, Postages, Advertising and 


99 


,, Organising Secretary, Salary and 3 
,, Fee and Expenses of Audit ae 
Total Home Expenses im; 
,, Cash at Bank (31st March, 1940): 
| Deposit Account .. 
On Current Account... .. 214 14 9 
| | 225° 9 
£699 5 10 


We have examined the above Statement with the | 
Books and Vouchers, including Verification of the Invest- 
ment, and certify the same to be in accordance therewith. 


‘WOODMAN, COX & WILKINS, 
Chartered Accountants. 


22, Red Lion Square, 
| London, W.C.1. 
Tth May, 1940. 
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three months has been going on much as usual, although 

many people have left the city, as they fear air raids. During 

January there was a good D.V.B.S. with over sixty children 
attending each day for a week. 


; 


Day 16. 


A D.V.B.S. was held in the country during February. 
Numbers were small, for the people had previously never 
heard of such a thing, but of the twenty-one who registered, 
fourteen kept on till the end. Miss Barber and Mrs. 
Robinson go into the city for Sunday services when pos- 
sible. Though people have been ordered to leave, fifty or 
sixty still attend service. Pastor Hsii continues his work 
in Wanhsien, and Mr. Wang Teh-shi, who was formerly 
at Tienkiang, has been working in Liangshan. Please pray 
for him. A son of one of the church members, Mr. Shang, 
was miraculously preserved when Fengkieh was bombed. 
As a thankoffering, his father is giving a small house to 
be used as a church, and it was recently opened. The 
house is at Lao-yin-ch’ang, an outstation of Liangshan. 


Tienkiang. 
Full advantage has been taken of the winter weather 
for doing country work before the summer heat comes. The 
market of Ten-chi-p’u was visited for several days’ evan- 
gelistic work, first by a small band of women from the city, 
and then by the men, when street and country preaching 
was done, and Bible studies held for the Christians. A 
special effort was also made at Mu-an-ch’iao, a market 
thirty-five “li” from the city. Fourteen workers from the 
city and outstations, both men and women, lived in a farm- 
house just off the street. This market has been visited 
several times before, and as there were a few Christians, 
there was a foundation for this special work. Each morning 
a Bible reading was given for workers, and each evening a 
‘special evangelistic service held for outsiders, while fore- 
noons and afternoons were spent in street and country farm- 
stead preaching. During the ten days some sixty names 
were given in by those who said they believed. However, 


much faithful teaching work is needed for building up. 


these new believers. A new preaching hall has been rented 
in the centre of the city; please pray for the work there. 
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Day 17. Kiahsien. 


Opportunities for evangelism at the Chinese New Year 
were as good as ever, and this year a band of men workers, 
led by Pastor Tan, came in from the country outstations. 
House to house visitation was undertaken in the main streets 
of the city, tracts being left at each door and an invitation 
given to come to the preaching hall in the afternoon and 
evening. Thus the preaching hall was filled to its capacity. 
A men’s evangelistic band has recently been touring un- 
reached districts for four or five weeks. Prayer is asked 
that the results of this evangelism may be permanent and 
far-reaching. Miss Gowar and Mrs. Iliff have visited Yoh- 
chi-ch’ang and Ch’en-chia-ch’ang, two of the outstations, 
to conduct Bible schools for the Christian women. People 
in the city prison manifest great interest in the Gospel. Few 


people have been attending the weekly Saturday prayer 


meeting, and we would ask prayer that more may realise 


_ the importance of this meeting. 


Day 18. Wanhsien. 


A second series of united Gospel snaatiods that were 
arranged for Mr. Marcus Ch’eng aroused a healthy amount 
of opposition. Gatherings were held for four days at the 
Pittsburg Mission, and four at our own Church. Especially 
during the latter days, attendances were good and the 
apparent response to the Message encouraging. Prayer is 
greatly needed for the follow-up work, as well as for the 
continued ministry to the large numbers of wounded | 
soldiers, refugees and others. | 


Day 19. Fengkieh. 


In spite of the desolation that still abounds and the 
absence of the catechist and missionaries, the remnant of 
our people have continued to meet for worship, their 
minister being a refugee pastor from Hankow district. It 
is hoped that before long it will again be possible to use . 


at least part of the damaged church for services. 


Yiinanch’ang. 


It did not prove to be ‘seeltind's to give more than one 
day to the Chinese New Year’s effort at Chiang K’eo, but 
prayer is asked for those who then heard the Gospel. The 


readiness of folk there and in Yiinanch’ang itself to buy 


Gospels was both surprising and cheering. 


3 
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Day 23. Mienyang. 


The Women’s School has moved to the village of Feng- 
ku-ching in order to be more free from the danger of air 
raids. There is an excellent spiritual atmosphere in the 


School and a number of the women are helping in periodic © 


evangelistic visits to the country as well as in local preach- 
ing efforts. 

Crowds of non-Christians attended the New Year and 
early Spring Holiday evangelistic meetings, and valuable 
help was given by some senior boys from the new Govern- 
ment Middle School. These boys are evacuees from Shan- 


tung and are earnest Christians, anxious for the salvation - 


of their schoolmates, from some of whom they suffer per- 
secution. They come to church every Saturday afternoon 
for a special Bible Study class. A new municipal order has 
gone out for extensive dispersion of Mienyang town- 
dwellers into the country. This adds new difficulties 1 in the 
shepherding of Church members. 


Day 25. Mienchu. 


Some five thousand people in ten villages around 
Mienchu heard the Gospel gladly during the Chinese New 
Year holiday. Special prayer is. asked for the preparation 
for and follow-up work of a Tent Mission planned at 


Hsiao-Ch’uan. A parish library has recently been estab-— 


lished at Mienchu; the library room: gives an opportunity 
to meet some non-Christian visitors as well as Christians, 
and there are great possibilities for personal work. The 

parish hopes that this year each Christian will lead one 
non-Christian to the Lord. 

‘Since the Generalissimo’s order to clear the province 
of opium, there have been a good many in-patients in the 
Mission Hospital for the special anti-opium treatment. The 
Gospel is preached to them every afternoon. 


Day 26. Tehyang. 


It is good to see some of the Shantung Middle School 
students coming regularly to our Saturday Afternoon Bible 
Class. Some are already converted, others are convinced 


of the truth, but keeping back for fear of ridicule and 


- persecution. There are some very anti-Christian students 
and teachers in the school who give the Christian students 
a very hard time. 
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At this Chinese New Year-time we have had many 
people in and have had a glorious opportunity of proclaim- 
ing the good news of a Saviour from sin. Some have 
given in their names and came to church this last Sunday. 
A younger woman has broken her fast and her old mother 
is longing to follow her steps, but is afraid of what will 
- happen if she does. She has been a devoted Buddhist for — 
“ many years and of course the devil frightens: her with all 
kinds of imaginations if she broke her fast, but we believe 
the Lord will get the victory also in her life if we are faith- 
ful in our prayers for her. 


Day 29. Chongchiang. | 

_ The Rev. Lin Tsen-Chih is now pastor here, and is 
taking up the work earnestly and keenly. A new Saturday 
afternoon hymn practice with the pastor’s wife at the 
harmonium has been a source of interest and help to 
church members. There has been a revival in the Sunday 
School work with increased numbers of children and 
directed games for children who seemed scarcely to know | 
the meaning of play. 

A husband and wife have ibis removed every- 
thing connected with false worship from their home, and 
are coming to church and instruction classes. At Chinese 
New Year the mission street hall and church were opened, 
and quite a number came in to listen to the gospel preach- 
ing. This continued for a few days, then a band of 
workers went and stayed in a country home, where numbers 
gathered day after day, and great interest was shown. 
Amongst those interested was an intelligent old lady of 
seventy-seven, an earnest Buddhist, and a number of 
young women and girls in their teens. These latter asked 
what they were to do, as they would not be allowed to 
come in several miles to church. In another district, a girl. 
of seventeen who seems to be a true Christian, has just 
been married into a non-Christian home. She, too, will 
not be able to get to church. 

More than thirty prayer books and hymn books and 
some Bibles, have been bought by members of the con- 
gregation just lately. | 


Day 30. Chengtu. — 
St. John’s Church continues to = a rallying point 
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for Shen Kung Hui refugees from down-river. The assistant 
.pastor there, the Rev. Fu Pei-chih, was priested during 
January, when delegates from various parts of the Diocese 
were present in Chengtu for the Standing Committee. The 
Students’ Hostel, which was for many years loaned to the 
Y.W.C.A., has now returned to its original use. We are 
hoping that it will prove the strong centre of Christian 
influence that it was in the days of James Stewart and 
others. Students from the West China Union Theological 
College are giving valuable help with the a evangelistic 
service for local people. 


Personal N otes. 


Rev. Gordon Aldis left for China, vid America on 
March 2Ist, arriving Shanghal May 6th. He was returning 
to Paoning. 


Miss Hilda Wilson arrived in England on furlough on 
May Ist. 

The Rev. and Mrs. C. B. Hannah and the Misses Allan’ 
and Warren are expecting to leave for furlough in the 
Autumn. | 


The Rev. T. E. Benson is returning to China in June 
after a busy furlough. He expects to go to Paoning, where 
the Bishop has asked him to be Principal of the proposed 
East Szechwan Bible Institute for men and women, which it 
is hoped may open in the Autumn. Miss Agnes Clark from 
_ North China is also coming to the Diocese to assist with > 
the women’s side of this work. 


Mr. and Mrs. Derbyshire are ‘temporarily stationed at 
Nanpu. 


The Rev. and Mrs. Skinner have returned to Tahsien. 


Mr. George Scott was ordained Deacon by Beshop 
Houghton at Shanghai on April 28th. 


The Rev. H. A. Maxwell and Audrey Donnithorne shea 
a safe journey to Hongkong, and were hoping to travel 
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via Kunming to West China. Mrs. Maxwell has remained 
in England for the present with the children. 


Owing to the illness of his mother, Dr. J. G. Billington 
is not able to return to China as soon as he had hoped. 


Miss M. E. Goudge has had to resign from active 
service on account of ill-health. Her medical and maternity — 
work in Mienyang will be much missed. 


Day of Prayer and Gifts. 

The annual Day of Prayer and Gifts was held on 
Wednesday, May 29th, when a service of Holy Communion | 
was conducted in St. Bride’s Church, Fleet Street (by kind 
permission of Prebendary Taylor), by the Rev. B. W. 


Isaac. Special prayer was made for the work in the two 
dioceses of Eastern and Western Szechwan. 3 | 


This was followed by a meeting of the General Com- 
mittee of the D.A.W.C. at 1.30 p.m., and by the Annual 
' Meeting of the Association in the Hall of St. Bride’s Insti- 
tute at 3 o'clock. | 


Owing to the uncertainty of war conditions, the number | 
of friends able to attend was smaller than in previous years, 
but there was, nevertheless, a very happy atmosphere and a 
real spirit of prayer and thanksgiving. It was a disappoint- 
-ment that our Chairman, Prebendary Hinde, was prevented 
_ by family circumstances from taking the chair, but his place 

was ably filled by the Hon. Treasurer, Mr. J. H. Wenham. — 
After the reading of Scripture and prayer by the Rev. John 
Rudd, the Chairman made a few introductory remarks and 
then passed on to the presentation of the Audited Accounts 
for the past financial year. These showed a larger balance 
than usual (in spite of a decrease in contributions) owing — 
to the saving on the salary and allowances of an English 
Bishop in Western Szechwan; but it was pointed out that 
the greater part of the amount in hand would be sent out 
almost at once to the two dioceses. 


Dr. J. G. Billington, from the C.M.S. Hospital at 
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Mienchu, Western Szechwan, paid a warm tribute to Bishop 


Song and drew a picture of his readiness to give over two | 


- hours of his time one evening to discussing the problems 
and needs of the medical work, and of the closing hour of 
the day when the Bishop’s whole family gathered in the 
Chapel for family prayers. Another picture was of Dr. Wu, 
who had succeeded to the work left by Dr. Lechler on 
his retirement. It was difficult at first to imagine the Hos- 
pital going on without Dr. Lechler and, indeed, many people 
in the country districts thought it had been closed when he 
had gone; but the appointment by the Synod of Dr. Wu 
had been widely supported by the Chinese Church, and he 
had also been appointed by the local education authority 
as Medical Officer of Health for Schools. The final picture 
was of a Chinese woman doctor who won golden opinions 
everywhere for her quiet persistence in well-doing and her 
Christ-like efforts on behalf of both the souls and bodies 
of those, whether rich or poor, who needed her help. 


The Rev. K..C. Phillips, from the C.I.M. station of 
Chiihsien, spoke of his work in East Szechwan in order to 
show how God answers prayer and to stimulate to more 
earnest prayer. He said it had been a great joy to go to 


homes where idols were burned and to preach the Gospel 


to neighbours and friends as they gathered to see this clear 
witness. He suggested that we might pray more for those 
who become Christians, that they might finally break away 
from all the superstitious uses of the past which have so 
strong a hold. The urgent need of a preaching hall for men 
in Chiihsien had been laid before the Lord in prayer; and a 
magnificent house in a wonderful position had been secured 
at a reasonable price just in time for the Chinese New Year 
preaching. Prayer had been made for one of the out- 
‘stations which it seemed impossible to visit; and it was 
found that God Himself had been working there through 
Chinese Christian women so that there were regular Church 
gatherings of from 30 to 40 women. Mr. Phillips gave 
other instances of answered prayer in learning the language, 
in the recovery of Mrs. Phillips from typhus, and in 
journeying mercies when passing through a bandit-ridden 
area. In conclusion, he asked for prayer for missionaries 


on furlough and on their return to the field, and particularly 


for more labourers, not only Westerners, but especially for 
well-equipped Chinese workers. 
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The Rev. H. W. Funnell closed with prayer for all the — 
work and workers in Western China, and for the General- 
issimo and Madame Chiang and the Chinese Government. 


Editorial Notes. 


In view of the need for economy in paper and printing, 
the usual detailed lists of subscribers to D.A.W.C. funds are 
not being printed this year. We feel sure that friends will 
understand and will be in cordial agreement with this 


decision. 


Shortage of paper has also necessitated the use of a 
new colour for the cover of this issue of the “ Bulletin” 
instead of the previous blue and red for the July number. 


Subscribers are asked kindly to notify the Editor at 
once of any change of address, as double postage has to be | 
paid when magazines are returned through the Post Office 


marked “ Gone“away.” 


Prayer Meetings. 


" In present circumstances, it does not seem right to ask 
people to attend an afternoon Prayer Meeting in Central 
London. Will friends kindly note, therefore, that 


the usual D.A.W.C. monthly Prayer Meetings will 


not be held until further notice? The need for prayer 
for the work is as urgent as ever it was; and it is hoped 
that all our friends will do their best to set aside some 
special time for this ministry, and that those who can will 


‘attend any parochial gathering in their neighbourhood at 
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which special remembrance is made of Western China. We 
print below the usual list of such local Prayer Meetings; 
though it is probable that arrangements as to days and times 
have been altered in many cases owing to the exigencies of 
the present situation, and can no longer be taken as correct | 


without inquiry in the parishes concerned. 


St. Stephen’s, E. Putney . 


Emmanuel, Wimbledon .. 


Haling Hall, Croydon 


St. Michael’s, Braintree .. 


Holy Trinity, Eastbourne 


C.A.W.G. Hall, Southborough .. 
Thorsden, Guildford Rd., Woking 


Christ Church, Beckenham 
St. James’, Dover .. 

St. Mark’s, Preston 
Runham and Mantby 

Ferndown, Dorset .. 
Parish Church, Sevenoaks 
St. John’s, Ealing .. 
Christ Church, Blackpool 
Pettaugh, Stowmarket 
Union Hall, Dover | 

St. Andrew’s, Cullompton 
Reigate Parish Church 
Christ Church, Barnet 

St. Cuthbert’s, Preston 


St. Luke’s, Chadderton .. 


Holy Trinity, Margate 
Stanstead, Suffolk . 


St. Peter’s, Thetford, 


St. Mary’s, Watford 


_Ist Tuesday, afternoon. | 
Ist Friday, 5.30 and 8.15 p.m. . 


Ist Friday, 8.15 p.m. 
Ist Saturday, evening. 
Ist Saturday, 5.30 p.m. 
Wednesdays, 2.45 p.m. 
3rd Tuesday, 11.30 a.m. 
4th Friday. 


.. 4th Sunday, evening service. 


Tuesdays, 7.30 p.m. 
Sundays. 

Wednesdays. 

Fridays (two meetings). 
Fridays, 5.30 p.m. 
Fridays, 7 p.m. 

Friday, evening. | 
Saturdays, evening. 

Ist Saturday, evening. 
4th Saturday. 
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Prayer Cycle. 


EASTERN SZECHWAN : 


LANGCHUNG (PAONING). TANISHAN. 


TS’ IEN-FUH-CH’ANG. 
ILUNG, TSANGKI, KIENKOH. 
KWANGYUAN, CHAOHWA. 
PACHUNG (PACHOW), NANCHIANG, TUNGKIANG. 
NANPU, FU-TSUN-I, YENTING. * 
YINGSHAN, CHOWKOW. 
NANCHUNG (SHUNKING), HSICHUNG. 
KWANGAN. 

YOCH’IH. 


. KUAN-IN-KOH, LINSHUi. 
. CHUHSIEN, WU-CHIA-CH’ANG. 


TACHU. 
TAHSIEN, SUANHAN. 


WANYUAN, CHENGKOW. 


LIANGSHAN, TIENKIANG. 
KAIHSIEN, WEN ANG-TSING, LIN-KIANG-SHIH. 


. WANHSIEN. 


FENGKIEH (KWEIFU),YUNYANG, YUIN-AN-CH’ANG. 


WESTERN SZECHWAN : : 


23. 


24. 


25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29, 
30. 
31. 


MOWCHOW. 
(LONGAN). KIANGYU. 

CHONGPA. 

MIENYANG (MIENCHOW). 

ANHSIEN. 

MIENCHU. 

TEHYANG. 


SINTU. | 
CHONGKIANG. 
CHENGTU. 
UNOCCUPIED PLACES. 
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Special for 
Thanksgiving and Intercession. 


LET UST HANK GOD 


For His blessing on our Day of aa and Gifts and for the 
- encouraging accounts of the work given by the two speakers from 
West China. 


For His gracious supply of our financial needs during the past 
year, and for the self-sacrificing gifts of many of our friends. 


For the wonderful opportunities which are presented to-day 
through educational work, For the responsiveness to the Gospel 
manifested by so many in West China just now. 


For His blessing given at the time of the special preachings at 
Chinese New Year; in Bible Schools at various a: ; and at 
other 


LET US PRAY 


For the plans being made to open an East Szechwan Bible 
Institute at Paoning in September, and for the staff and the expected 
students. For the Vocational School in Paoning; and plans for a 
Women’s School in Tahsien. 


- For the Union Middle School and the Women’s College in 
: Chengtu. For all students in our Christian Universities. 


For all the follow-up work of New Year evangelism and special 
Bible School, etc. For the Tent Mission planned for Hsiao-Ch’uan 
For the little Church at Stone Cow Temple. 


For all missionaries wegvereng: to or from West China in these 
difficult days. 


That God will continue to ‘aii all needed fiat fox the 
advancement of His work in Western China, 
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PRAYBR ROR WESTERN CHINA. 


LMIGHTY God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we 
' thank Thee for Thy great love in redeeming us unto . 
Thyself by the precious blood of Thy dear Son and for the 
gift of Thy sanctifying Spirit. May we show our love to 
Thee by loving the souls for whom Christ died, and by 
seeking to make known His glorious salvation throughout 
the world. We pray Thee to send down Thy heavenly 
blessing upon Thy servants, the Bishops and pastors of Thy 
flock in Western China, and all who are associated with 
them in their work for Thee. May Thy presence be with | 
our missionary brethren and sisters who are seeking to 
bring the knowledge of Thee to those who know Thee not. 
May Thy Holy Spirit bless and prosper all their work and 
bring it to good success. We pray for those who have 
been baptised into Thy faith, fear and love that they may 
crow in grace and in the knowledge of Thee. We pray 
also for those who know Thee not that they may be drawn 
by the cords of Thy Fatherly love to faith in our Lord © 
Jesus Christ, that they and we may work and pray together | 
for the return of our King to establish His Everlasting 
Kingdom. 


Finally, we pray that Thou wouldest comfort nk vaults 
all who are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other | 
anxiety; cheer and encourage all who are in special need of 
Thy help; and bring both them and us to Thy Heavenly 
Kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 


Amen. 


The Bulletin i iS ssa four times a year, and ts sent 
free of charge to all subscribers of 5/- and over to the 
funds of the Diecesan Association Others who wish 
for the Magazine can obtain it from the Organising — 
Secretary on payment of 2/- per annum (to include 
postage). Residenis in Canada, Australia or New 
Zealand, however. should apply to the respective Sec- 
retaries in those countries, whose names appear inside 
the front cover of the Magazine 


PRINTED IN ENGLAND 
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tHe DIOCESES or 
Nantiang ||_ SZECHWAN 
| 
Kie Siatien | Tungkiang “~~ 
Feienfuchang 
Langchunge  eTanishan 
Wen i 
Futeungi Yingshan Kaikiang 
nhui Yuinyang e 
Sichung howkow  Wanhsien 
@) Nanchung  @Tachu 
Vochi ®©Kuaninkoh Liangshan 
echi 
@ Tienkiang . 


Linshui 


{Mires 


Chungking 


N.B. P*’ingwu and Kiangyu, although in the Diocese of Western Szechwan, are stations of the C.1.M. 
| Church Army representatives are working under the C.M.S. in Western Szechwan. 
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